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ancestors, the wild men who occupied Europe
- by right of their swords, the Pax Romana
was a term void of understanding. Feudalism
supposed and perpetuated the state of war;
peace could be only a " Truce of God,"
a Sabbath interval. When Henry III., as
Emperor, extended it to half the year, his:
nobles loudly protested. Not until Amalfi,,
Venice, Genoa began to flourish, was an
industrial pacific order of things conceivable.
We must imagine the " war of all against
all " as never wholly ceasing, until its ferocity
was lifted to enthusiasm by crusading ardour,
~&nd expeditions to Palestine allowed the
peasant, the farmer, the merchant of the West
a chance to develop their resources in their
own way. Mediaeval Europe was a camp
with a church in the background.

Rgme, in particular, had neither industry
nor commerce. Its brigand-chiefs, Frangipaniy
Orsini, Colonna, entrenched themselves in
the mighty ruins, built hundreds of towers
from their brick or marble, and sallied forth
morning after morning bent on revenge or
robbery. The Church became, in spite of
la^ and saints, a feudal preserve. Its
"Wealth went on growing, until it held from
one-third to ojie-half of all the land in Europe